22 b'dt Digital Transformation
‘l Research Conference

Call for Abstracts
Session: Law and Ethics

Responsibility, Trust, and Integrity in Digital Orders

Digital technologies are fundamentally transforming state institutions, economic processes, and social
interactions. With this transformation, the focus shifts from mere innovation and performance toward the
normative foundations of technological design. Questions of responsibility, trust, and integrity move to
the center of an interdisciplinary debate that concerns law, ethics, and information technology alike.

Responsibility refers not only to individual or organizational accountability, but also to the systemic
embedding of technical systems within social, legal, and democratic orders. Trust emerges through
transparency, verifiability, and the institutional safeguarding of technological processes. Integrity
requires coherence between normative guiding principles, regulatory frameworks, technical
architectures, and their actual effects.

Within the horizon of Digital Humanism, the human-centered design of digital infrastructures takes
precedence. Technologies should not merely be compatible with democratic fundamental values; they
should actively contribute to strengthening the rule of law, participation, and societal resilience. This
calls for a close interconnection between normative theory, doctrinal legal analysis, and perspectives
on technical implementation.

The session addresses current challenges at the intersection of law, ethics, and technology. Its aim is
to systematically relate and critically reflect upon normative standards, regulatory approaches, and
technical design options.

Submissions can cover a broad range of topics related to digital transformation, including, but not
limited to:

. Regulation of Exploits in Surveillance Technologies
Legal and ethical limits of state use of security vulnerabilities; vulnerability disclosure;
fundamental rights protection and security architectures.

. Use of Al in Criminal Justice and Law Enforcement
Predictive policing, automated risk and threat assessments, Al-supported evidence
processing; issues of discrimination, transparency, procedural fairness, and judicial
oversight.

. International Data Trade and National Security
Geopolitical dimensions of cross-border data flows; digital sovereignty; tensions
between data protection, economic freedom, and security interests.

. “Hacking Back” and Active Cyber Defense
Classification under criminal, constitutional, and international law; risks of escalation;
attribution challenges in complex network infrastructures.

. Attribution and Responsibility in the Use of Al Agents
Liability regimes, organizational responsibility, technical traceability (explainability), and
the diffusion of responsibility in autonomous systems.
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. Human-Al Alignment
Normative foundations of value alignment; operationalization of ethical principles;
tensions between individual, collective, and universal value systems.

. Perspectives on Artificial General Intelligence (AGI)
Capabilities of general Al, governance models, precautionary regulation, and
institutional control mechanisms for highly autonomous systems.

. Al-Driven Robotics
Responsibility in physically operative systems; safety-critical infrastructures; interfaces
between software architecture, hardware, and regulation.

. Digital Humanism and Democratic Infrastructure
Open source, transparency, interoperability, and public digital infrastructures; normative
requirements for governmental co-shaping of digital ecosystems.

Submission

The deadline for abstract submission is 15 May 2026 (24:00 CET).

Please submit an abstract of 3-5 A4 pages (including references) via EasyChair. The abstract should
clearly outline the research question, the theoretical or conceptual framework, the methodological
approach (if applicable), and the main findings or core arguments of the proposed contribution. It
should also specify how your presentation contributes to the interdisciplinary discussion on
responsibility, trust, and integrity in digital orders.

The conference follows a bilingual format. Within the main session, panels will be conducted either
entirely in German or entirely in English. Authors are therefore asked to indicate in their abstract
whether they wish to present in German or English, or whether they would be able to present in either
language. In the latter case, the final presentation language will be determined in the course of the
program planning process and communicated to the authors accordingly.

The selection of submitted abstracts will be conducted through a peer review process by the program
committee. The primary evaluation criteria include the scientific quality and originality of the
contribution, its thematic relevance to the conference, and its capacity to contribute to interdisciplinary
dialogue.

Notifications will be sent in early July 2026.

The conference will take place on 19-20 November 2026 in person at the Bavarian Academy of
Sciences and Humanities in Munich. There is no conference fee. Further information is available on
the conference website (English). Detailed information on the conference, as well as the Calls for
Abstracts and Sub-Sessions, is also available in German on our German-language conference
website.

We look forward to receiving your submission!
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https://easychair.org/conferences/?conf=bidtdtresearchconf-2
https://en.bidt.digital/research-conference-2026/
https://www.bidt.digital/research-conference-2026/
https://www.bidt.digital/research-conference-2026/

Program Committee ,Law and Ethics*

Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Julian Nida-Rumelin (bidt's Board of Directors | Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and
Political Theory, LMU)

Prof. Dr. Dirk Heckmann (bidt’s Board of Directors | Chair of Law and Security of Digitalization, TUM)

Prof. Dr. Felix Freiling (bidt's Board of Directors | Professor of Computer Science, FAU Erlangen—
Nuremberg)

Dr. Niina Zuber (Research Coordinator, bidt)
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